ICSEW BILL ALERT

SB 5937

Supporting crime
victims in the legal
system

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsu
mmary?BilINumber=5937&Ye
ar=2024

Legislative Hotline:

1.800.562.6000

Summary of bill and impact on Washington:

Change

Impact

1. Establishes the Statewide Forensic Nurse
Coordination Program to reduce victims’ barriers
to accessing sexual assault, intimate-partner
violence and other forensic exam barriers.
Currently, nine counties do not have hospitals
that provide forensic medical exams.

1. Reduces barriers for Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner
(SANE) programs and standardizes statewide care. Also
integrates information and referrals for victims of sexual
assault into local or state hotlines. Reduces the likelihood
that a victim’s access to an exam will be determined by the
zip code in which they are assaulted.

2. Requires victims to be reimbursed for
reasonable transportation costs from the place of
injury to a place of treatment, and from the place
of treatment to a reasonable location of the
victim’s choice.

2. Reimburses victims for 100% of their travel expenses
incurred as a result of the assault. Currently, victims may
only be reimbursed for one-way care to a hospital.

3. Removes the statute of limitations for rape
committed by first responders.

3. Allows victims to initiate legal proceedings following a
first responder’s alleged offense at any point in time.

4. Requires each county to establish a Sexual
Assault Response Team, or to coordinate with
other local jurisdictions. Teams typically include
law enforcement, medical and mental health
providers, and community-based victim advocates.

4. Offers a specific intervention model focused on
immediate and consistent response to sexual assault
victims with the goal of implementing and maintaining a
comprehensive, coordinated, trauma-informed and victim-
centered approach of intervention and care.

ICSEW Legislative and Policy Subcommittee is providing the following Bill Alert as a service to inform state employees of bills that may impact them.
ICSEW asks that employees remember to share their opinion in an ethical way, on their own time, & using their own phone, computer, or device.

As state employees, we cannot use state time or resources to lobby for or against legislative proposals (RCW 42.52.160 and 42.52.180).
On your own time and using your own resources, let your voice be heard by:

Contacting your legislator directly by phone at the legislative hotline: 1-800-562-6000.

Finding their contact information:

http://app.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/

Commenting on a bill online. You can find out how: https://app.leg.wa.gov/pbc/



http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.52.160
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.52.180
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/pbc/

